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How the intersection of Front and Bay might look in a few years, with wider
pedestrian walkways and distinctive paving.
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As urban planning
consultant Harold Madi
points out, the streets
around Union Station are
the “front door to the city.”
And it s a door that really
needs a new coat of paint.

The city of Toronto and
Madi s firm, The Planning
Partnership, unveiled exactly how they plan to refresh that portal at a public meeting
Monday.

The vision would turn the station s busy section of Front St., between York and Bay Sts.,
into a European-style boulevard that facilitates the flow of pedestrians to and from Union
Station.

“Currently, a lot of pedestrians cross (Front St.) on an ad hoc basis, and we want to see if
we can improve conditions for pedestrians and ensure
their safety,” said John Mende, director of transportation,
infrastructure and management for the city.

The proposed design reduces traffic from two lanes in
each direction to one, wide enough to accommodate
cyclists, with patterned and textured pavement so drivers
sense a change and slow down. Lighting would be
enhanced and sidewalks almost doubled in width.

The intersection of Front and Bay Sts. would also

- Advertisement -

Most PopularMost Popular
Most Read Most Commented Most Emailed

Today This Week This Month All

The case of the vanishing groom

Lindsay Lohan sentenced to 90 days in jail

Two men guilty of first-degree murder in drive-by
shooting

DiManno: Take it off, pin-ups of the pitch

Youth lock-ups blasted

wheels.ca healthzone.ca yourhome.ca parentcentral.ca toronto.com thestar.com Web find a business
advanced search full  text article archive

Home News GTA Opinion Business Sports A & E Living Travel Columns Blogs More Autos Careers Classifieds Deaths Real Estate

Home News Toronto & GTA Topic: Transportation

Union Station transit gateway makeover unveiled
Proposal would create a European-style boulevard in front of Union Station

Published On Mon Jul 05 2010 Email Print Republish Add to Favourites Report an error Share 4Share

Article Photos (4)

Maps: How we commuteMaps: How we commute

Four interactive maps look at how we get to work
in different parts of the GTA, with drivers, transit

24°C Forecast | Traffic

Connect with Facebook | Login/RegisterWednesday, July 7, 2010 Toronto Edition  



07/07/10 8:53 AMUnion Station transit gateway makeover unveiled - thestar.com

Page 2 of 3http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/832336--union-station-transit-gateway-makeover-unveiled

become a more elegant civic space, with wider sidewalks
and crosswalks and patterned pavement.

The cabs that usually clog the street would be relegated to lay-bys, curb indentations
convenient for pick-ups and drop-offs.

Pedestrians would be permitted to cross anywhere on the block. The current median, which
blocks pedestrians from crossing because of its huge planters, would be replaced with a
tree-lined island marked off from the rest of the street by bollards.

During rush hour, foot traffic around Union Station outnumbers vehicles 10 to 1 and the
number of passengers who use the station — 200,000 daily — is expected to double in the
next 10 to 15 years as GO Transit service expands.

The street enhancements are part of a long-range Union Station revitalization program first
approved by city council in 2004 and expanded to include improvements of the
surroundings in 2006, said Mende.

The design proposals presented Monday are part of an environmental assessment that will
ultimately decide how and what improvements will be made. Mende says his department
will report their findings on the redesign, with costs, to council next spring. The plan would
then have to be approved by council.
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in different parts of the GTA, with drivers, transit
users, cyclists and pedestrians looked as
separately. Update: A new map takes a look at
commuter cyclists by census tract.

Must ReadsMust Reads

Today's World Cup prediction

YouTube movie includes Ridley Scott

3-D vision syndrome?

Polaris prize short list

Bosh on the move today?

Have Your SayHave Your Say

Living in Canada, we get a bit of
both. So if you had to pick, what
kind of extreme weather do you
prefer?

 Extreme heat

 Extreme cold

Vote | View Results

Read the story & comment | Past Polls

Ads by Google

Fly Porter Airlines
Great Rates For Boston Toronto

Routes. Save Time & Money. Book Now

www.FlyPorter.com

What's My House Worth?
HouseValues' free service helps you

determine the value of your home.

www.HouseValues.ca

Toronto Towing 647 242224
Towing Toronto, Boost, Tire change

junk car removal, car door unlock.

www.ABetterWayTowing.com

Toronto Garden Designs
Creative Beautiful Toronto Gardens!

Designing and Installing Since 1987

www.InsideAndOutgardens.ca/Toronto

Email Print Republish Add to Favourites Report an error Share 4Share



07/07/10 8:53 AMUnion Station transit gateway makeover unveiled - thestar.com

Page 3 of 3http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/832336--union-station-transit-gateway-makeover-unveiled

Honda Indy Toronto Sick Kids: Bravery and
everyday miracles

Top 10 things to clean
if company's coming

The dish: Smart fast-
food salad

Summerlicious Guide
Prix-fixe menus at 150
Toronto restaurants

thestar.com

Corrections

Contact Webmaster

FAQ

Site Map

Toronto Star

About

Subscribe

Subscriber Self Service

Contact Us

News Releases

Star Internships

Careers @ the Star

Advertise with us

Media Kit

Online Advertising

Print Advertising

Special Sections

Initiatives

Santa Claus Fund

Fresh Air Fund

Speakers Bureau

Classroom Connection

Community Giving

Stay up to date

RSS Feeds

Twitter Updates

News Alerts

Newsletters

Mobile Devices

Other Star Sites

wheels.ca toronto.com pages of the past Stock photos New in Homes Car Insurance Quotes Leasebusters.com Save.ca ShopTV starsavers.ca

© Copyright Toronto Star 1996-2010 Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy


